Embsay with Eastby Parish Council

Minutes of Annual Parish Meeting
11" May 2016 at 7 pm

. Welcome and Housekeeping

6 Councillors in attendance, 5 Members of the Public and the
Parish Clerk

. Apologies for Absence

ClIr Hill, ClIr Chatwin and County Councillor Marshall

. Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 26" May 2015

No matters arising. Proposed by Clir Kirkbride and Seconded by ClIr Smith that the
minutes be approved as a correct record. Agreed and signed

. Chairman’s Report

The Chairman thanked everyone who had contributed to the Annual Report, in particular
the Clerk for her hard work. Thanks, were expressed to all the members for their hard work
through the year and in particular the Vice Chair Clir Benjamin for her support to the
Chairman.

There have been a number of improvements in the villages reflecting all the hard work of
everyone involved.

The grass verge mowing is now contracted to just one company - Dragonfly Grounds
Care.

The Volunteer Group led by Clir Benjamin is now well established.

The Recreation Ground has undergone its yearly (independent) inspection and there
are plans for future improvements.

The Highways VAS sign has been seen to have an impact around the village. Its use
will continue at intervals over the next 4 years, at various locations within the Parish.
We are still working towards getting the cobbles removed from the Kirk Lane rumble
strips, after renewed noise complaints.

Communications have improved with more and varied use of the Internet and social
media. Also, we make written contributions to the Embsay with Eastby News - an
excellent local publication to which we encourage everyone to subscribe.

Financially our first year has been surprisingly good, bearing in mind that last year’s
precept was set by the, retiring, Parish Council. Thanks, were expressed to the Clerk
for her good management and due diligence of the funds. Once again, our thanks go
to George Howard for the production of the unaudited accounts.

The Nature Reserve has plans for a disabled access. Thanks go to the Friends of
Embsay Nature Reserve for all their hard work.



e The Parish Council have supported an Age UK “Good Neighbour” scheme this year,
which has had a rather slow start but hopefully will be used more widely. Promotion
of the scheme is encouraged.

5. District and County Councillors’ Reports

e No report from County Councillor Marshall

e New District Councillor Shuttleworth reported: -
That there was nothing much, as yet, to report, as Craven D C committee allocations had
not taken place.
ClIr Shuttleworth has indicated that he would like to be elected to the Planning Committee.
This would be decided on Thursday May 12 2016. It is normal practice to place councillors
on to 2 or 3 committees, but the percentage make-up of each committee must reflect the
full Council’s political proportion.

6. Annual Report

This is our first official Annual Report as last year we were an 80% new Council with a new
clerk. There was no time between the election and the Annual meeting to produce a Report.

However, this year, with a lot of input from all the members and the Clerk, we have
produced a full report on the year’s activities and achievements.

There were no questions asked about the unaudited accounts for 2015/2016.

In this year’s report, we have included some colourful photos of the volunteers doing a
splendid job. Parishioners were encouraged to take a report. Further copies will be
available throughout the village in the Post Office and at the hairdressers. A copy will be
available to download on our website and there will be a paper copy in the Library to read at
leisure. Many thanks to all involved in its production.

7. Planning Updates

e The appeal deadline for the Chatsworth Estate’s proposed development on the land
south of Shires Lane and west of Low Lane is on Monday the 16" May 2016. The Chair
encouraged everyone to look on the CDC website, under current appeals, and to take
note of all the information submitted by the Estate. If you have already submitted an
objection you may do so again. No new objections can be made from parties who did
not object initially. Your original comments may be resubmitted with any further
objections.

e There is already a potential development on the west side of the Cricket Ground for
another 51 dwellings. This is now to include some single bed-roomed apartment homes.
This revision has been submitted for further consultation due to the ball strike risk from
the cricket pitch.

e Draft Local Development Plan: - This continues to be a major concern across the district
(as 256 houses per year are proposed as being necessary to meet the government
guidelines). In Embsay with Eastby Parish the Draft Plan suggests 3 houses per year
being built over 20 years. Deadline for this consultation has been extended to the 315
May 2016.

e Laurel Croft appeal is still under consideration by the Inspectorate.



Q. Do we not already make a substantial contribution to our requirement with the 51
dwellings already approved?
e Yes. these will be taken into consideration.

Cllr Smith commented: - CDC can review the 'targets' every 5 years, possibly to meet Government
Policy.

The draft Local Plan has Craven District's recommendation for what percentage of the required
5120 dwellings over 20 years should be built in each parish. CDC have recommended that Skipton
provide 50% of the new homes total for the whole of Craven, with Settle and Bentham taking the
greater part of the rest. The recommendation for EWE is 1.2%, i.e. 60 houses over twenty years (3
a year).

It is possible that this may change as part of the Consultation Process.

Consultants have been brought in to look at and provide the evidence of (housing) need. This
evidence has shown that older people are not expected to move out of the area-even when they
retire, however younger people will need to move into the area to do their jobs, and be housed,
hence the greater housing need than seen before.

The total amount of 256 dwellings per year has been disputed, but this number is the lowest that
the Planning Inspectorate is likely to accept when the Local Plan goes to them for examination and
approval, based on the Consultants and CDC evidence.

The Local Plan identifies areas that Parish Councils have requested be allocated '‘Open Space'
status. Once confirmed as such it should be 'difficult' for Development to take place on that land.

Clearly the substantial increase in dwellings will require more school places, however the
Education Department has not been included in the consultation process, nevertheless
Government/Councils are obliged to provide the necessary schooling.

The draft Local Plan consultation process with residents is due to end 31st May. By the end of the
year it has to be submitted to Central Government for consideration. If it is not, or if it is but is
unsatisfactory, then Central Government are likely to take control of all Housing Development.

8. Parishioners’ Forum

e | would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for being so positive and working so
hard. The Village looks really nice and you can tell everyone on the council has been seen
to be working hard.

Chair responded: It’s nice to hear that people are happy with the work that has taken place over
the last year and we will endeavour to maintain this in the coming year and onwards with your
help.

e A new parishioner indicated an interest in what the Parish Council did and its role in the
community and was keen to get involved in the recreation ground activities, as he has two
small children.

Chair responded: Welcomed the interest and invited the gentleman to read the Annual Parish
Report and introduced ClIr Stead as the Recreation Ground Lead Member who suggested a one
to one chat.



e The small parcel of land adjacent to and owned by the Railway has been identified on the
Draft Local Development Plan as a possible site. Do the council have a view on this?

Chair responded: - As previously mentioned the Draft Local Development Plan has identified
extensive areas of open green spaces throughout the district. Some of these have adverse factors
prohibiting planning permission being granted. Others, including this particular piece of land, have
various restrictions. In this case it would be difficult to support any planning application due to the
dangerous entrance off East Lane / Skipton Road. Everyone in the vicinity of this land will be
consulted should an application be submitted, including the Railway and the Parish Council.

Others sites that are feasible will be identified as potential sites only and not a ‘done deal’ without
consultation. Adverse factors will always be taken into account and | would encourage you all to
make your own personal comment or objection to CDC or YDNPA planning.

Cllr Benjamin made comment that a survey regarding Affordable Social Housing on the Shires
Lane development had recently been delivered to residents.

9. Concluding Remarks
The Chair thanked everyone for his or her support, which is much appreciated and we all look
forward to an interesting and exciting year ahead. The public were invited to stay for refreshments.
Meeting closed at 8pm

Signed: Dated:
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